GETTING CLOSE TO THE PEOPLE

When he spoke to his people on these trips he had the
faculty of becoming one of them. He described their
daily lives in their own language. He told them how much
land they owned, how much of it was mortgaged, how
much and what they raised, and in fact every vital eco-
nomic and social fact about their lives and the conditions
about them. He praised them for what was creditable,
censured and bantered them for what was bad, and told
them what conditions should be and how they could make
them so.

He made these tours through Mississippi, Tennessee,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, Florida, Louisi-
ana, and portions of Alabama and Georgia.

Besides these State tours he would, whenever he could
take the time, shoot out into the country surrounding
Tuskegee Institute to encourage and promote the efforts of
his neighbors of his own race. In July, 1911, accompanied
by some guests and members of his faculty, he made such
a visit to Mt. Olive, a village on the east of Tuskegee.
The party was first taken to the village church where they
found a teeming congregation to greet them. Here Mr.
Washington was introduced by the principal of the
*'Washington School'' who said that since Mr. Washing-
ton's visit eighteen months ago the colored people had
purchased forty-one lots, built several new houses, white-
washed or painted the old ones, and increased their gardens
to such an extent that few, if any, had still to buy their
Vegetables.

Mr. Washington opened his talk by saying: "It is aa
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